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vain. The severity of the law resulted in crimes often going
unpunished altogether, for juries constantly acquitted prisoners
in contradiction of the plainest evidence, rather than see a
fellow-creature sent to the gallows for some trifling offence.
Peel set about the revision of the criminal code with a grasp of
the fact that it is the certainty of punishment rather than its
severity that acts as a deterrent. He repealed the death penalty
for over a hundred offences, substituting imprisonment or
transportation.
A few years later he crowned his work in this direction by
forming the police system. In place of the incompetent old
night-watchmen he instituted a regular constabulary. Unlike
the police of other countries, there was nothing military about
these " Bobbies " (as they were nicknamed after their founder).
They wore tail-coats and tall hats, and were armed only with
wooden truncheons. It was only the Metropolitan Police Force
that he organised, for his authority in this matter was confined
to the London district; but his innovation worked such a
remarkable improvement that within a few years it was copied
by other local authorities, and a police system grew up all over
the country, of which as a nation we may be justly proud.
§ 275. the morning star of free trade.—Huskisson was
the first Minister to realise that Britain's future lay in commerce
rather than in agriculture, and to make a systematic attempt to
foster foreign trade by the principles laid down in Adam Smith's
Wealth of Nations (§ 239). Pitt had simplified and reduced the
Customs Duties, but since then the " Book of Rates " had got
into a fearful tangle again. Huskisson abolished many of the
duties and reduced others, taking particular care that raw
materials coming into the country for manufacture should not
be burdened with taxation. He also modified the Navigation
Laws, which had been passed in the seventeenth century to
encourage British shipping by forbidding foreign goods being
brought to Britain save in British ships or in ships of the country
whence the goods came (§ 162). These laws had served their
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